


t el el B e

- e — i " — g s s, | i . st it vl " s’ : :

5th Yune 1943

—The weathee hese-is-different - not like the cold wet of downsast ox the humidity of the south. It some-
" thing altogethes diffesent. Tt must have to duc with the cussent’ ob how. clode we ase to the eguator, but

one thing I know. for suze. is I was not built foe this weathes.

7' m not Saying 7 miss the heavy wet snow. of Plaine, but it could cool down a little. Be moze like Florida
and less like the misesy T'm suse is closely 2elated to Hell.

17 least it'5 not the exceSSie ain we. ve had the last few. weeks.

T was informsd by ons of the officers that we ase 2ight in the middle of theiz monsoon seadon. lhat means
we Should enjoy the Sun while we have &, becaude otheauwide it U only be sain again.

G definitely won 't miss the tain o2 heat.

T'd take the chill of Plaine back any day.

23sd July 1943

T finally discovssed a librasy hete and although the Selection i poos these ase 2 0s 3 books that will occupy

~my attention for a whits.

Plost of the books aze a * Gift from the people of the United States to the Tomed Fosees *—ab the little
note 2eads .

They wese Sccused theough the Uictory Book Campaign. The people must not condides the Soldiess ussy
Lntslligent, ob slos thay merely cleazsd thels clodets and attics of allthe old teash they didn ' wan.
T picked up ons book entitled— “Things Japancse” Yt looked usty inteiguing until 9 noticed the date—1890.



70th Octobes 1944

T continue to be amaged by the contsasts of waz. TN

17 few miles behind the lines ons would never guess that a battle is taging ahsad. Ihe countryside looks 30
lovely and peacsful, and you can ce the Okinawans diqging Sweet potatoes mtﬂagzeé/z:_&ldé qzdu'amg
theiz goats & pigh along the toad.

This i8 some of the most beautiful countsy that G have Scen and the was hab left most of it untouched. The
towns aze in tuins, but the pooe faemess will come theough peetty good.

_{Fecording to the books the women in the countsy are Suppoded.to deess only from the waist down but 9
GuesS they haven 't 2sad the books & much to ous disappointment. They are all fully clothed, except for
shoes. The young gisls weas Slacks. They hauve nice Smiles too, and Some of them offer you Sugas cane o
bice cakes .

Infortunately, in Saipan, many of the Okinawans
tecated with the Jap Soldiers & wese killed with them

ficde people, howeuvee, have gotten out of the battle
& do not appeaz to be afeaid of us at all— o2
08¢ile.

 chesring Stopped aftes that. There were almost

th {Fugust 1945

- Jhere were plansh susywhsre. The hum of the ships engines couldn 't dwazf the sound. lWatse lapped. ouce

the edge of the Ship Spladhing onto the decks. The waues socked ub into ous neighboding Soldises.

We weeen 't just any soldice though, we wese the nsudy foemed Plarines.

They assigned us an infilteation mission to Nagasaki. This would end the waz for good. lWell, end the last
few combatants after the bomb in Hizoshima that is.

UWe had done countless tsaining maneuvess and wese 2cady to fight.

Well, we wese 2cady until the ship turnsd asound. The only thoughts 9 had were, 1fad the Japs given up ?
Was the was abrcady over? Wese we eetseating ? These questions raced through my mind ab I watched the
Shoze get Smalles and Smalles.

Thats when 9 saw. it. The lazge bombez flying ovse head with a heavy payload. 9 ccognized that plane feom
out post dsop teaining.

They weze going to bomb Vagasaki. They were going to blow. the Japs sky high.

The men azound me Stazted to cheet ab the plans neared the coast. The chesing continued ab we watched
the bomb fall and the cloud mushzoom up. The

inuisible wauves blowing acz08s the land and.
watze.

We wese luckily far enough to not be effected ™.
by the blast but the Japs weren't. The citich
weze gone now.. The people with it. The men 2e-
Tl Al e e altre el Eloud sloddly
settle. G could barely heas the musmuzs of the 1R
men azound. me Saying it was oves. | _ .



Mareh, 8 1943

[ never realized how rough the ocean could be. 've been out

on the boat before, but thig wag nuthin’ like that. ['ve puked 8
more timeg than [ can remember, and the doc gaid it wag |
maluria malaria. [ have no idea what that ig, but it mugt be

bad becauge they have me here in the med area and told me %,
[ couldn’t watch ag we erogged into the Pacific.

[ve never been to the west before. Well the wegt or the “far eagt’, never been one for travel. The
good ol’ downeagt wag enough for me. [ knew nuthin” good would come from traveling, what with
T — - “r

The nurge just gaid my fever wag riging. Must eay, ['ve never had a fever like thie before. The
kids back home would get a fever and if it didn’t break by night they were a goner. Mine hag
been pretty long now. Any longer and [ might not make it o the war. Not euch a bad thing. I'd
rather not have to meet any of thoge yellow bastardg.

September 9, 1943
Today [ went native. [ just hand a lunch of coconuts and bananag and corn.

Thi morning we fixed our ghelterg, w_hiclz.h_ had it pretty rough lagt night. [t rained like the dickens

and there Wae 3 awful wind. p
2

| wag on patrol lagt night an-

[t wag o dark you coul ._ wnailg againgt my raincoat.
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July, 15 1944

~ Why am [ here again? Wag it juet to kill these Jape? Wag it to be ridiculed
for being different? 'm no better than them negrog.

[ have nuthin” againgt them though. They are some of the finest goldierg here.

My momma gaid that God’s always watching over ug go we have to follow hig
ruleg. len’t one of them to Do un to others ag you would do un to yourself’?

Thege jerks [ work with musta never scene a Bible before cuz they ain’t followin’
God’s rules.

['m on latreen duty again with the negro fella named Jim. We haven’t been on

patrol in ages, not that ['m complaining. Id rather not ¢hoot people. =




T T et L Sl g LN o S e B e T

_February, 4th 1944

Oll]:‘ own arﬁllerg l’ld(l l)een Hﬁng all morning Elll(l wl1en I Leard |:l1e explosion' I assume(l “f was Cause(l l)lj lfl’le

ﬁring 0{ one 0][ our guns.

I Colnﬁnue(l (ligging.

= s il i L

A {ew secon(ls la‘ter ﬁIlOl?lleI‘ explosion was lrlear(l. Tlﬁs one was mllCl’l lou(ler an(l mllCl’l ClOSeI‘.

Someone gelle(l, “Tl'leg,re going ]cl'le wrong wag! K (Meaning llla][ it was an enemy sl'lell an(l nol our 0wn.>
Evergone Lﬂ lfl’le groun(l.

I Crawle(l into my very inaclequal:e {OX—l’lOle an(l }mggefl lil’le groun(l, in spite o{ lﬁl’le 4 inclles 0{ water in Wl'dcl'l I
was lging. Nof too soon eﬁ}ler.

e e B N L g e AR e —

A flrdr(l sLeH lan(le(l an(l a cruel, razor—edgefl piece o{ sl1rapnel came Louncing over lfl’le groun(l, la;uling al)oulz
5 gamls ][rom J[lle {ox—lflole next to me.

| {Lo‘uglﬁ to mgse” — "So this is i, this is war.” At the sam Hime [ carsed the ancestors who weze responsil)le
{(‘)_r the long nose which made it oliﬂicull to get closer to the groun(l. It scemed to make suchia (liﬁerence al the

time.

Mg l’learlz was poumling violenllg —

{l'lrea{ening lZO fear H:sel{ loose HT seeme(l.

Alfllougll my {ace was Husl'le(l an(l l’lOlf,
; I was slﬁvering - wLefller {Tom llle COl(l

or {Tom {ear I cannot say.

If was prol)al)lg {ear, l)ecause Jclle intense
COl(l was complel:elg {orgoﬂen.
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November, 10th 1944

TO say {Tl’lali llrds was unexpecjcecl iS an un(lerslafemen’c. Here I am, in lfl’le
U.S- Navg {ig]ﬂﬁng Iil’le ]apanese. I never realize(l l’lOW well 0{{ we were
iIl l?l’le WOI‘l(l llIlIZil Coming lrlere. Ille U-S. l’laS H? WOIIClEI‘{'Lll, even W'Hil’l all
lil’le raﬁoning I’Ve lrlear(l al)ou{.

I l(now my mum wasn’{ Lappg to not l)e al)le to Lal(e as o{{en. Tllals
wlrla][ slrle alwags (li(l to relax. Now sl'le must l)e cloing ]cl'le waslrl more

O{IZEII. Her linens musjt l)e spolless.

I WOI‘I‘g {Tl’lali I WOII’{ l)e al)le l?O lrlan«lle lil’le se”islrmess 0{ evergone wLen I go l’lome. Reing lrlere, iIl IZl’liS l’lell, l’laS
aught me o stop laking things for granted.

MO{TI’IEI‘ WOII’IZ un(lerslan(l, l)lll: my sclaoolmales Sl’lOlll(l. I Lelieve I:lleg are all over l’lere now, moJcLer l’laS l)een

writing me upclales on everyone.

May, 151945
We lrlave IJeen Lusg Lelping to l)uil(l up llﬁs camp, lil(e pioneers.
Yes{er(lag I was on a (lelail clearing l)rusl'l ancl pi’celﬁng tents.

Everg Lodg works here, inclucling 1st Sg’cs. | may even be on pa‘trol one 0{ these (lags {or the 1st ime in years.
[¥s a small price to pay {or appyoaclrdng my clisclaarge (lag.
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